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SUBJECT: SADAT VISIT: GISCARD'S TOAST 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED: 

1. AN INFORMAL EMBASSY TRANSLATION OF A PORTION OF 
PRESIDENT GISCARD'S TOAST TO PRESIDENT SADAT AT A DINNER 
GIVEN JANUARY 27 FOLLOWS: 

2. "... FRANCE IS PERSUADED THAT IT IS POSSIBLE TO 

END THIS (NEAR EASTERN) CONFLICT AND TO BUILD THE CONDI- 
TIONS FOR PEACEFUL, LASTING DEVELOPMENT FROM THE 
MOMENT THAT ONE ACCEPTS TO CONSIDER AS SUCH THAT WHICH 
THE DIGNITY AND THE RIGHTS OF THE CONFLICTING PARTIES 
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DEMAND: THE RIGHT OF THE ARAB COUNTRIES TO RECOVER THEIR 
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TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY BY THE EVACUATION OF THE OCCUPIED 
TERRITORIES; THE RIGHT OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, LIKE 
OTHER PEOPLES OF THE WORLD, TO HAVE A HOMELAND 
("PATRIE"); THE RIGHT OF ISRAEL, LIKE OTHER STATES OF 
THE REGION, TO LIVE IN SECURE, RECOGNIZED, AND I WOULD 
ADD, EFFECTIVELY GUARANTEED BOUNDARIES. 

3. "WE CERTAINLY DO NOT PRETEND TO DICTATE TO THE 
STATES INVOLVED THE METHODS AND THE ROAD TO PEACE. IT 
IS CLEAR THAT WE DO NOT HAVE THE MEANS. BUT I STATE 
THE CONVICTION THAT THE RETURN TO A SITUATION OF PEACE 
IN THE NEAR EAST IS ESSENTIALLY A MATTER OF EXTERNAL 
AND INTERNAL POLITICAL WILL. TECHNICALLY AND DIPLOMAT- 
ICALLY, ONE CAN PERCEIVE THE NATURE OF A POSSIBLE 
SETTLEMENT. I DECLARE THAT THE CHANCES OF AN EQUITABLE 
SETTLEMENT FOR ALL THE COUNTRIES INVOLVED ARE GREATER 
TODAY THAN THEY HAVE BEEN UNTIL NOW, THANKS TO THE 
DIPLOMATIC ACTIVITY CARRIED OUT OVER THE LAST YEAR, TO 
WHOSE EFFECTIVENESS YOU HAVE PERSONALLY CONTRIBUTED, AND 
THANKS TO THE RECOGNITION OF CERTAIN OBJECTIVE REALITIES 
TO WHICH FRANCE HAS GIVEN IMPETUS FOR SIX MONTHS. 

4. "I ALSO DECLARE THAT THE CHANCES FOR AN EQUITABLE 
SOLUTION ARE GREATER TODAY THAN THEY EVER COULD BE IN A 
SITUATION CREATED FOLLOWING THE OUTBREAK OF AN ARMED 
CONFLICT, WHATEVER CALCULATION MIGHT INSPIRE IT. 

5. "WE WELCOME, MR. PRESIDENT, ALL PROGRESS TOWARDS 
THIS EQUITABLE SOLUTION, ON THE SOLE CONDITION THAT 
THIS PROGRESS REPRESENT A FURTHER STEP IN SEEKING THE 
GLOBAL SOLUTION AND NOT AN ALIBI FOR POSTPONING ITS 
REALIZATION...." 

6. GISCARD ALSO SAID HE WAS HAPPY TO NOTE THAT SADAT 
RECENTLY STATED THAT "EGYPT, FOR ITS PART, IS READY TO 
CONCLUDE A PEACE AGREEMENT WITH ISRAEL". END UNCLASSI- 
FIED. 
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7. COMMENT: THE ADDITION TO THE TRADITIONAL FRENCH 
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FORMULA SUPPORTING "SECURE AND RECOGNIZED" BOUNDARIES 
OF THE "EFFECTIVELY GUARANTEED" MODIFIER REPRESENTS AN 
EVOLUTION IN THE FRENCH PUBLIC POSITION. THIS CHANGE, 

AND GISCARD’S HOPEFUL ASSESSMENT, ARE SIGNS OF 
CONTINUING FRENCH INTEREST IN PLAYING A ROLE IN THE 
SETTLEMENT PROCESS. 

8. THE FRENCH PRESS INTERPRETS GISCARD'S FAVORABLE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 

MENTION OF 'DIPLOMATIC ACTIVITY CARRIED OUT OVER THE 
LAST YEAR" AS A VEILED COMPLIMENT TO SECRETARY KISSINGER. 

FRENCH ’IMPETUS" GIVEN TO RECOGNIZING "CERTAIN 
OBJECTIVE REALITIES" REFERS, OF COURSE. TO 
SAUVAGNARGUES' MEETING WITH ARAFAT AND OTHER FRENCH 
GESTURES TO THE PLO. END LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
RUSH 
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